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BEFORE ARCHITECTS' SKETCHES, floor diagrams 
Old blueprints, (tit new University Library of As. 
sumption University of Windsor was on idco, Its con- 
cept is expressed an the following page by Very Rev. 

E. C LcBci, C5.B , vice chancellor end president The 
transformation gf this idco into bricks, steel, glass, 
marble, woed and their adhesives was the product of 
many minds working earnestly together during mgny 
days and nights. 

It took three yean, to plan this Library A commit- 
tee. stimulated by the ieol and professional experi- 
ence of Mrs Eleanor darteoux Hoddow, Chief 
Librarian, visited 26 modem libraries throughout 
North America Their constant oim was to seek the 

best in fur-choral design and simple beauty It hod to 
be a structure which would meet both immediate and 
future needs of the University and of the community, 

tn interpreting these plans in masonry, flooring, 
shelving, windows and vistas, the architects, James C. 
Pennington and Wilhom J Carter of Windsor, and the 
confroClors, the Woodall Construction Company, have 
endeavoured to give Greater Windsor another build- 
ing of utility and beauty of which the community con 
be proud. 

The cost of construction hos been borne by Essex 
College, iwi-denarri i national affiliate of the Univer- 
sity, w.th a grant from the Province of Ontario The 
land cad furnishings hove been made available by 
the Bc-iiliOn Pothers and the donors to the 1956 
Assumption University Building Fund. 

Every shaft of light or shadow from this building 
which adds beauty to this campus, and every new 
idea which its cherished books ond periodicals tight 
in the minds of teachers ond students will be tokens 
of the gratitude which Assumption University extends 
to its immediate end distant eommunrty. 
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WITH ITS NEW LIBRARY <n the feuftlOihhe&f of know- 
ledge, Assumplion Urn versify of Windsor looks forward to 
generations of vendee to communities on berth sides of the 
uMewcrtional bardet 

One virol n eed in providing (tus service is the -eienritjn and 
acquisition at a learned. scholarly faculty, mbutd with the 
inspirafton to stimulate students in a devoted search fw the 
kn&wk-dgt of troth, rh* discipline of judgment o*d 1 h* 
haters of v iIjc All of the present teaching faculty of cletgy 
ond laymen, which he:* been d mbled wirhin the his! fair 
yean, hove degrees from nationally rcccgnied universities, 
ond mi»e than half hyld doctoroln 

A second urgent neod n th* provision within the next 
decode of buddings*, technical equipment, residences and 
other facilities reared to accommodate at toast r ■».<<:*. and 
perhaps throe limes-, Ihe present number of students. 

Those physical needs, ond the cperoNng costs of rh* urn- 
varsity Over the ne*i eight years, will Require mere than 
twenty-live million dollars Tuition and board fe*t, govern- 
ment grants ond the contributed services ol fh* Community 
of St Bov I are expected to meet nineteen miliars dollars ot 
th*s expenditure 

For the balance, Assumption Lto»»eisi1> a# Windsor seeks 
Ihe support of its aluirni Ond ohirnnoe, educational foundo 
tiuts. corporations ond |he friends of Assumption near end 
far whose genen»s«ty through the years has mode possible a 
Century of educational serwc* 

In meeting future n**sh_ the Board of Governor^ the 
Board at Regents ond th* Senate ot Assumption University, 
together with t»%e boards of afl'Uahed colleges, are conlutont 
thoi they will I*- susra ned in this great r-aik by the tpmt o> 
coopeiotive sendee which has already been engendered by on 
affiliation uru.-jtie in Western Culture 
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THE LEARNED SAM JOHNSON, who hod drunk deep of the "Pier, on 
Spring/' it cod in reverent owe when confronted by the wisdom stored 
in o good librory He sow before him "Alps upon Alps" of learning 
which he would never hove time to scale, It u no wonder he felt 
humble — os oil wise men should 

Even if we agree with Mark Hopkins (hot the essential component of 
o University is a professor at one end of o log and a student of the 
other, nevertheless there must be, behind the professor and m front 
of the student, a library, housing the best that hoi been thought and 
written from the down of history until our own dey. 

Directed by the professor, the student learns to find in the library 
inf motion ond data relating to an ossigned topic. After fulfilling 
various assignments, he has learned to Abstract whot great minds 
hove written in all fields from anthropology to zoology. 

Equipped with this growing information, he tests his |udgment in 
debate with itaff and fellow students The interplay of mind upon 
mind is vital for mental growth No* only his formal studies in tlw 
Arts, Humanities and Sciences, but his informal discussions with pro- 
fessors and students, who pursue courses different from his own, 
mould and sharpen his mind so that ir becomes able to cope with 
problems in almost ony human field. 

In this program of mental development, the librory is vital iy neces- 
sory. That is why Assumption Univc'sity rejoices today in the opening 
of this splendid building We are by no means content with the 
amount of wisdom of the post we hove gathered, we hove but 60,000 
volumes In the years to come we have room tor o selective collection 
of 350,000 volumes 

God gront that this University Library, dedicated to a»d in the cultiva- 
tion of the intellect and the teaching of discipline, goodness ond 
knowledge, may be a means of developing wise men In the pre- 
carious days which Me ahead may they moke the most of their 
talents, their colling, their cultural opportunities and responsibilities 
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A CAMPUS at the foot of 
Amfcxftsodoi' Bridge, which 
link* Canoda and the U S 
cercit the Dtlroil River, 
has mode Assumption for 
mere than 1 00 ycon o focal 
point for international and 
Christian culture A* new 
buildings fill the playing 

fields, sports activities will 

move to a 25 - acre site 
south of the bridge exit 


FOR THIS HISTORIC site, e 

new library was conceived end 

designed to match modern 
concepts of sculptured beauty 
and functional efficiency with 
vistas of light and spoce cod' 
ducive to academic study ond 
reflection Stoss doors open to 
a two-storey reception and 
Central desk area (above) 
Mahogany pcncTs and Italian 
marble shed warmth on stain- 
less steel end glass dividing 
waifs ond steel shelves. Inter, 
for and exterior light, com- 
bined agem with spocious 
height, illuminate the refer- 
ence and periodical area deft). 










ALL BOOKS are checked out 
at the central desk. (above). 
Shelving is concent fared in the 
centre at the building leaving 
other art*', on all four Hoars 
for s-ludy. Window* opening 
on o sunken rock, garden add 
an extra dimension to a study 
room (left). Moveable steel 
partitions, rather lhan interior 
walls, provide flexibility for 
changing needs. An audio vis- 
ual room, seminar rooms and 
a staff and faculty lounge will 
accomodate the students and 
teachers for at least 20 years. 






(science, engineering, 
M rat ion, mining edu 
affiliation art Univtr* 
It), Holy Names Col- 
Idence) and Holy Re* 
(o Redemptorist se«ii- 

nmopclitarr mosaic of 


FLUORESCENT LIGHT replaces mid- 
mrjhi t.ul as flight fall', and students 
"swot" their books. From the west 
(right! and easr (below) patterns of 
light and shadow frame a building 
dedicated to the search for knowledge. 
Al Assumption University, it is a quest 
whetted by on experiment unique in 
Christendom: the lirst Catholic uni- 
versity ever to hove in offiiiotion both 
□ denominational (Anglican) college, 
Canterbury, ond an undenarni national 
college, Essex, 
business admimvlration. 
col ion). Also In af filiation 
siiy College (Arts), Holy 
lege (girls’ residence) end 
(kemer College (a Rcdempi 
nary), Irr the cosmopolitan 
WmdsorS racial complexly, this ex- 
periment m human relations is a new 
beacon of educational endeavour. 
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do libris 

[ThongA!,! nl the f-njfirtS ej iA* CtmnT»tott* af the i-iferurif 
itt ^fitiftpcinii (/iHtwrJiiji of Windtor, XavembcT 8, JMJ] 
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Three Orders, jut into the cold, blue sky; 

A questioning crane hook swings upon its table. 

Clean while stone t ho unifying t*e 
Of differing creeds orvd fragmentary Babel. 

Hid trail i ltd framework of the arch-hung bridge 
Repeats the Fragile fretwork of the trees; 

Whrte gulls war in placid pilgrimage- 
As birds once flow above the Ptolemies 

While they amassed the knowledge of their age i 

Culled from distant Greek academies. 

« 

In Alexandria, by the Nile, 

On seven hundred thousand rolls * 

Of papyrus, they gathered there 
Aristotle, Archimedes, Plato, 

Sophocles and Solon, Sappho, 

Theocritus and Socrates. 

For all this hoard, Diogenes 
Searched vainly for his one wise man. 

Did he later wake to see the grace 

That, brighter than his lontsm, lit the Hebraic face? 

Now modem genius adds Its haul 
And fills to ceiling, wall to wait, 

Carnegie and I lw Taj Mahal, 

The Louvre and the Vatican 
And we must build a temple Soon 
To field the data of the moon. 

These girders, this clean white stone, 

Walls and roof beams yet ungrown, 

Will channel tides of questioning men — 

Sand that brccd-s the bioad-priced gem, 

0, if this shell should gender ore of these. 

Return, white birds, and woke Diogenes! 
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